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especially. White, Bishop of Winchester, speaking the funeral
oration over Mary's corpse on 14 December, called on all
bishops and ministers, and lay magistrates too, to resist the wolf
of heresy if they saw it entering the fold. Trajan, he reminded
them, had charged his chief officer to use the sword of justice
in his favour if he ruled justly, but against him if he ruled un-
justly. A whole bench of such bishops would have been a for-
midable obstacle to the new order. Fortune, however, had done
its best for Elizabeth. Five bishoprics had been vacant at the
time of Mary's death. Pole's death added a sixth, and before the
year was out four more died. They were so many potential
leaders of resistance the less. 'That accursed Cardinal', com-
plained Feria, 'left twelve bishoprics to be filled, which will
now be given to as many ministers of Lucifer.' His figure was
wrong, his prophecy correct.

The * ministers of Lucifer ', in the persons of the Marian exiles,
were hastening to England as fast as they could free themselves
from their continental ties. 'The wolves/ Bishop White ex-
claimed, ebe coming out of Geneva and other places of Ger-
many, and hath sent their books before, full of pestilent
doctrines, blasphemy, and heresy, to infect the people.* The first
of the eminent divines, who were to be in the van of the new
Protestant advance, arrived in England before the close of the
year. The news of Mary's death and Elizabeth's accession had
moved them and their continental hosts to rapture and exulta-
tion: 'The Lord has caused a new star to arise'; cNow is the
time for the walls of Jerusalem to be built again in that kingdom,
that the blood of so many martyrs, so largely shed, may not be
in vain.' Peter Martyr and Bullinger were among the famous
Reformers who wrote to salute the new Queen, and as she read
their letters she wept. The remnants of the Marian persecution,
still in prison, were gradually released, and heretic congrega-
tions in London emerged into the open. On 9 January 15 5 9 an
image of St Thomas which had had its neck broken twice in a
single month in 15 5 5, was once more beheaded and cast into the
street. The religious complexion of London was beyond doubt,
^ad early in January the City fathers were planning wonderful